
Thursday, May 7

1 : 30 p.m.

4 : 00 p.m.

4 : 30 p.m.

4 : 50 p.m.

5 : 20 p.m.

5 : 30 p.m.

6 : 00 p.m.

Exclusive tours of sites in Montréal, participants’ choice

Welcome Reception - Centre St-Pierre

Welcome and opening address (FR)*
- Denis Boucher, historian and president of Conseil du patrimoine de Montréal
- Yves Grondin, president of the board of directors, CPRQ
- Luc Noppen, historian, titular professor, Department of Urban and Tourism 

Studies at the Université de Québec à Montréal
- Solange Lefebvre, titular of the Chair of religious and cultural diversity 

management, Cotitular of the of the France-Québec Chair on Freedom of 
expression, Université de Montréal

- Charles Fillion, ASC / Accredited Mediator (UdeS–IMAQ), Executive Director, 
Centre St-Pierre

Montréal’s places of worship as urban catalysts? (FR)*
Julie Boivin and Mark Elsworthy, Heritage Division, Planning and 
Development Branch, Urbanism and Mobility Services, City of Montréal

Current situation and Context (FR)*
Jocelyn Groulx, Executive Director, CPRQ

Exploring new ways to ensure the future of our steeples (FR)*
Luc Noppen, historian, titular professor at the Department of Urbanism and 
Tourism Studies at the Université de Québec à Montréal

Networking Cocktail

(FR)* : This presentation will be given in French. 
              Simultaneous translation will be provided.



Friday, May 8

10 : 30 a.m.

10 : 50 a.m.

12 : 15

Coffee Break

Panel 1 Saint-Pierre-Apôtre Church
Municipalities, religious 
heritage and secularism (FR*)

Solange Lefebvre, Chair in 
Management of Cultural and 
Religious Diversity, Co- Titular of the 
France-Québec Chair on Freedom of 
Expression, Université de Montréal

Jonathan Moreau, Mayor of the 
Municipality of Saint-Apollinaire

Frédéric Dejean, Associate Professor 
in the Department of Religious 
Studies at the Université du Québec à 
Montréal

Anne Fornerod, Director of Research 
on the Question of Parish Churches 
in France, Centre national de la 
recherche scientifique, France

Lunch

Panel 2 Centre St-Pierre
Municipalities and the 
management of religious 
heritage: knowing, predicting, 
adapting (FR)*

Claude Lepage, Cultural Development 
Officer, MRC de Bellechasse

Marie-France Bertrand, Cultural 
Development Officer at the MRC de 
Papineau

Anneke Smit, Associate Professor, 
Director, Centre for Cities, University 
of Windsor, Ontario

Audrey Brantonne, architect-consul-
tant in charge of vision, C.A.U.E. 
Meurthe- et-Moselle, France

8 : 15 a.m.

8 : 45 a.m.

8 : 55 a.m.

9 : 00 a.m.

9 : 30 a.m.

10 : 00 a.m.

Welcome

Introductory remarks from the moderator (FR)*
Denis Boucher, historian and president of the Conseil du patrimoine de 
Montréal (FR)*

Opening Address (FR)*
Andréanne Moreau, Member of the Executive Committee of the City of 
Montréal, Director of Culture, Heritage, Design and the French Language

Challenges and perspectives of cities in the context of projects for the 
preservation and adaptive reuse of religious heritage (FR)*
- Andréanne Moreau, Member of the Executive Committee of the City of

Montreal, Director of Culture, Heritage, Design and the French Language
- Mélissa Coulombe-Leduc, Municipal Councillor for the district of Cap-aux- 

Diamants, member of the Executive Committee, City of Québec
- Jonathan Moreau, Mayor of the Municipality of Saint-Apollinaire

Churches are closing – now what? Strategy and practice in the Netherlands
Lilian Grootswagers, founder. Erfgoed.nu, the Netherlands

Church Policy Plans in Flanders (Belgium)
Judith Delbaere, Religious Heritage Advisor, PARCUM, Belgium

SIMULTANEOUS PANELS (YOUR CHOICE)



International Symposium 2026 Montréal

Coffee Break

1 : 50 p.m.

2 : 20 p.m.

2 : 50 p.m.

3 : 20 p.m.

Sustaining Historic Churches in Rural Areas: Ownership, Preservation, 
and Adaptive Reuse in Groningen (the Netherlands)
Inge Basteleur, Head of education at the Groningen Historic Churches 
Foundation, the Netherlands

Partners for Sacred Places: At the Intersection of Faith, Heritage, and 
Community in America
Bridget Fidler, Senior Director of Consulting, Partners for Sacred Places, USA

England’s Churches Conservation Trust: A Model for the Ownership, 
Management and Financing of Religious Heritage
Greg Pickup, Executive Director, Churches Conservation Trust, UK

Coffre Break

3 : 40 p.m.

5 : 10 p.m.

5 : 30 p.m.

Panel 3 Saint-Pierre-Apôtre Church
The system of social utility 
trusts (FR)*

Denis Robitaille, Cultural Heritage 
Project Manager at the Monastère des 
Augustines de l’Hôpital général de 
Québec

Lawrence Veilleux, Saint-Pierre- 
Apôtre Heritage Trust

François Ferland, lawyer, pioneer of 
social utility trusts

Marie-Anne Marchand, Social Utility 
Trust Advisor

Summary of the panels

End of the day

Panel 4 Centre St-Pierre
Engagement and financing 
(FR)*

Myriam Déry, Development 
Coordinator – Strategic Orientations, 
Chantier de l’économie sociale

Stéphane Ménégon, expert in 
heritage enhancement, territorial 
development and heritage financing, 
professor in tourism and heritage, 
France

Nathalie Lapointe, Executive 
Director, Collectif autour d’une tasse

Agnès Boussion, Vice-President, 
Corporate Development and CEO, 
Épisode, Philanthropy Specialist

(FR)* : This presentation will be given in French. 
              Simultaneous translation will be provided.

SIMULTANEOUS PANELS (YOUR CHOICE)



Saturday, May 9

8 : 20 a.m.

8 : 50 a.m.

9 : 00 a.m.

9 : 30 a.m.

10 : 00 a.m.

10 : 30 a.m.

Welcome

Introductory remarks from the moderator (FR)*
Denis Boucher, historian and president of the Conseil du patrimoine de 
Montréal

Adaptive Reuse as a design project: a particular approach to the
requalification of places of worship in Flanders, Belgium
Sven Sterken, Engineer, Architect, Professor in the Department of 
Architecture, KU Leuven, Belgium

Sustainability and monument preservation in the conversion of post-war 
churches – comparative observations from West and East Germany
Stefanie Lieb, Associate Professor, Institute of Art History, University of 
Cologne, Germany

Enhancing existing buildings: religious heritage for the climate (FR)*
Marie-Chantal Croft, Senior Architect, Director of Architecture and Heritage, 
Ecobâtiment

Coffee Break

10 : 50 a.m.

12 : 10

Panel 5 Saint-Pierre-Apôtre Church
Religious heritage
and ecological responsibility 
(FR*)

Marie-Ève Cantin, Senior Architect, 
MOAQ, Executive Director, 
Ecobâtiment

Alexandra Lemarcis, Advisor, 
Scientific Research, Heritage, 
Hydro-Québec

André Legault, P.Eng, PA LEED BD + 
C Ashrae certified Building Energy 
Modeling Professional, Associate

Céline C. Mertenat, OAQ, LEED AP 
BD+C and ND, ENV SP, SIfiES AP, PMP, 
Architect, Associate, Provencher_Roy

Lunch

Panel 6 Centre St-Pierre
Religious heritage: regulations, 
compliance and accessibility 
(FR)*

Claudine Déom, Associate Professor, 
Faculty of Environmental Design - 
School of Architecture, Université de 
Montréal, Héritage Montréal

Ron Rayside, Founding Architect at 
Rayside Labossière

Bernard Serge Gagné, Senior 
Associate Architect, ABCP 
architecture

Charles Fillion, ASC / Accredited 
Mediator (UdeS-IMAQ), Executive 
Director, Centre St-Pierre

Silvia Garcia, Vice-President, 
Regulation and Innovation, Régie du 
bâtiment du Québec

SIMULTANEOUS PANELS (YOUR CHOICE)



International Symposium 2026 Montréal

1 : 30 p.m.

2 : 00 p.m.

2 : 35 p.m.

3 : 45 p.m.

4 : 00 p.m.

From dead churches to living heritage: the revival of redundant church 
buildings in Sweden
Henrik Lindblad, PhD in Art History, Research Affiliate at Uppsala University, 
Heritage Consultant, Sweden

New uses for French parish churches. Between public and private, two 
project dynamics (FR)*
Mélanie Meynier-Philip, Architect and Teacher, École nationale supérieure 
d’architecture, Lyon, France

Panel 7 Saint-Pierre-Apôtre Church
Adaptive Reuse: easing the transition from past to future (FR)*

Marianne Lemieux-Aird, Co-Executive Director, Entremise

Sam Victor, Anthropologist, Department of Anthropology, McGill University

Pierre-Philippe Côté (Pilou), artist and project leader: 1606 project/
requalification of the church of Saint-Adrien/project to transform the church 
of Saint Luke in Waterloo/BfiU

Sophie Limoges, Executive Director, La Fiducie du patrimoine culturel des 
Ursulines

Conclusion and closing words

End of the day

(FR)* : This presentation will be given in French. 
              Simultaneous translation will be provided.


